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This ambitious, interdisciplinary book seeks to explain the origins of religion using our knowledge of
the evolution of cognition. A cognitive anthropologist and psychologist, Scott Atran argues that religion
is a by-product of human evolution just as the cognitive intervention, cultural selection, and historical
survival of religion is an accommodation of certain existential and moral elements that have evolved in
the human condition.
The book explores how Darwin ?s legendary and mythologized visit to the Galapagos affected the
socioecosystems of the Islands, as well as the cultural and intellectual traditions of Ecuador and Latin
America. It highlights in what way the connection between Darwin and the Galapagos has had real,
enduring and paradoxical effects in the Archipelago. This Twenty Century construct of the Galapagos as
the cradle of Darwin’s theory and insights triggered not only the definition of the Galapagos as a living
natural laboratory but also the production of a series of conservation practices and the reshaping of the
Galapagos as a tourism destination with an increasingly important flow of tourists that potentially
threaten its fragile ecosystems. The book argues that the idea of a Darwinian living laboratory has been
limited by the success of the very same constructs that promote its conservation. It suggests critical
interpretations of this paradox by questioning many of the dichotomies that have been created to
understand nature and its conservation. We also explore some possible ways in which Darwin's ideas
can be used to better understand the social and natural threats facing the Islands and to develop
sustainable and successful management practices.
An analysis of the cognitive consequences of diminished contact with nature examines the relationship
between how people think about the natural world and how they act on it, and how these are affected by
cultural differences.
Society is now facing challenges for which the traditional management toolbox is increasingly
inadequate. Well-grounded theoretical frameworks, such as systems thinking and cybernetics, offer
general level interpretation schemes and models that are capable of supporting understanding of
complex phenomena and are not impacted by the passage of time. This book serves the knowledge
society to address the complexity of decision making and problem solving in the 21st century with
contributions from systems and cybernetics. A multi-disciplinary approach has been adopted to support
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diversity and to develop inter- and trans-disciplinary knowledge within the shared thematic of problem
solving and decision making in the 21st century. Its conceptual thread is cyber/systemic thinking, and its
realisation is supported by a wide network of scientists on the basis of a highly participative agenda. The
book provides a platform of knowledge sharing and conceptual frameworks developed with multidisciplinary perspectives, which are useful to better understand the fast changing scenario and the
complexity of problem solving in the present time.
Explores Jung's psychological concepts regarding the nature, function and importance of man's symbols
as they appear on both the conscious and subconscious level
Originally published in 1928, The Secret Teachings of All Ages is Manly P. Hall's celebrated 20th
century tome, where readers delight in discussions about ancient symbolism, rituals, and mythology.
Manly P. Hall was a Canadian Author of over 150 published works, the best known of which are
Initiates of the Flame, The Story of Healing, The Divine Art, Aliens Magic and Sorcery The Secret
Teachings of All Ages, and An Encyclopedic Outline of Masonic, Hermetic, Qabbalistic Rosicrucian
Symbolical Philosophy. Symbolism is the language of the Mysteries; in fact it is the language not only
of mysticism and philosophy but of all Nature, for every law and power active in universal procedure is
manifested to the limited sense perceptions of man through the medium of symbol. Every form existing
in the diversified sphere of being is symbolic of the divine activity by which it is produced. By symbols
men have ever sought to communicate to each other those thoughts which transcend the limitations of
language. This book is often hailed as an encyclopedia for all things hidden, ancient, and arcane, and it
explores a vast array of topics, from secret societies and the Zodiac to Mystic Christianity and William
Shakespeare's identity. Despite some of the outdated and controversial ideas it poses now in the 21st
century, it continues to fascinate students of the cryptic and mysterious.
Biological evolution is a fact—but the many conflicting theories of evolution remain controversial even
today. When Adaptation and Natural Selection was first published in 1966, it struck a powerful blow
against those who argued for the concept of group selection—the idea that evolution acts to select entire
species rather than individuals. Williams’s famous work in favor of simple Darwinism over group
selection has become a classic of science literature, valued for its thorough and convincing argument and
its relevance to many fields outside of biology. Now with a new foreword by Richard Dawkins,
Adaptation and Natural Selection is an essential text for understanding the nature of scientific debate.
The periodic table of elements, first encountered by many of us at school, provides an arrangement of
the chemical elements, ordered by their atomic number, electron configuration, and recurring chemical
properties, and divided into periodic trends. In this Very Short Introduction Eric R. Scerri looks at the
trends in properties of elements that led to the construction of the table, and shows how the deeper
meaning of the table's structure gradually became apparent with the development of atomic theory and,
in particular, quantum mechanics, which underlies the behaviour of all of the elements and their
compounds. This new edition, publishing in the International Year of the Periodic Table, celebrates the
completion of the seventh period of the table, with the ratification and naming of elements 113, 115,
117, and 118 as nihonium, moscovium, tennessine, and oganesson. Eric R. Scerri also incorporates new
material on recent advances in our understanding of the origin of the elements, as well as developments
concerning group three of the periodic table. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
In this brillant meditation on conceptions of history, Le Goff traces the evolution of the historian's craft.
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Examining real and imagined oppositions between past and present, ancient and modern, oral and
written history, History and Memory reveals the strands of continuity that have characterized
historiography from ancient Mesopotamia to modern Europe.
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